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EDITORIAL. 


Art the last meeting of the London Branch of the Library Associa- 
tion Mr. James D. Stewart dealt in a suggestive manner with the 

iblems of co-operation as they affect the metropolitan area. 
There is some hope that the Council of the Branch may now give 
definite attention to the one thing in modern library administration 
that really calls for it. The problem is by no means limited to 
London, but London ought to be able to show the way. For twenty- 
five years at least the subject of co-operation has been discussed, 
but rather fitfully, and never with sufficient force to convince 
librarians generally. To take one instance only: there always has 
been a fear that if we have a co-operative catalogue some library 
assistant somewhere or other will find his occupation gone. This is 
typical of the bogeys that have hindered progress. The London 
area can promote co-operation on lines which have all the advan- 

es, and none of the disadvantages, of central control. Central 
control stifles almost every form of local initiative, especially such 
control as we are wont to get in this country. 


* * 


An effective co-operation scheme would so co-ordinate all the 
libraries of the London area that they would become in effect 
branches of one system. All the libraries would be connected by 
telephone—in itself a tremendous advance upon the present state 
of affairs ; would consult as to rules and make them uniform over 
the whole area, at least so far as essential matters of hours, terms 
of loan, penalties, and so on, are concerned; would interchange 
books, catalogues, and, above all, readers. Thus, about two millions 
of volumes would at once be at the disposal of every bona-fide 
reader in London ; and there is really no sound objection to such a 
scheme that we have heard or read. Mr. Stewart held the view 
that in the first instance the libraries of London should be zoned, 
in order that the co-operation should take place between libraries 
which could offer one another an equivalent service. This is less 
ideal, but it may be even more immediately practical than the large 
co-operation which the suggestion implies. The matter is worthy 
of the most careful scrutiny, and if the Branch can bring it to some 
practical issue, it will have rendered the greatest service to the 
library movement in the last quarter-century (always excepting the 
passing of the Libraries Act of December 23rd, 1919). 


* * * * 


One suggestion made by Mr. Stewart should be remembered. 
He said that in the future library district a new resident would 
receive a borrower’s card automatically, without application, 
directly he became a resident. The more the point is considered, 
the more practical and unobjectionable does it become. Why 
should the new-comer have to seek out the library as is now the 
case? It would be a good form of publicity work on the part of the 
local authority to send out the ticket with the first-rate notification, 
—. the connection of ideas thus brought about is not the ideal 
We should be glad to hear views on this really interesting 
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The writer of “ Letters on Our Affairs” for this month des- 
cribes himself, and justly, as somewhat lugubrious. There is no 
doubt that all expenditures on the things of the mind and spirit 
are being scrutinized this year more severely than for some years 
past, largely owing to the fact that in some towns rates were unduly 
reduced two years ago for election purposes, which has meant that 
there were inevitable increases in the succeeding year, and the 
inevitable consequent shoutings. These can only be quieted by 
reductions, and reductions are always made in the estimates of 
the committees which have the smallest fighting power; and of 
these, save in exceptional cases, the libraries committee unfortu- 
nately is one. It is not too much to say that there will be a rather 
“tight time for municipal libraries in the next few years; but 
we believe that the shadow will pass, and that library dvdeguant 
is inevitable. 

* * * * 

We understand that the L.C.C. have again been thinking 
about the training of library assistants, and we hear that there have 
been suggestions that classes for library assistants should be held at 
local polytechnics. At the same time, it may be remembered that 
that the University of London School of Librarianship holds evening 
classes quite within the means and quite convenient to all London 
assistants who really desire instruction, and that these are not well 
attended, although sufficiently to justify their continuance. It 
would be much better that the L.C.C. should support the University 
classes than that it should help to provide rival classes which we 
believe would prove a failure. The bare truth is that present-day 
assistants have very little of the stamina of their predecessors. 
They will condescend to attend classes if they have not to travel 
to attend them and if they can make such attendance without the 
payment of fair fees ; and their excuses for not attending University 
College in the present circumstances are plentiful and pathetic, 
but are unfortunately not sincere. All qualified librarians have 
become so through sacrifice, and a man who will not make this 
for his profession is not good enough for that profession. 

* * 


We confess that we do not find the present-day assistant very 
stimulating. A report of the last A.L.A. meeting at Warrington 
leads us to believe that Mr. Jast got the same impression. The 
address curiously was also on co-operation, and all objections 
such as the one we have already mentioned to co-operation were 
paraded with energy by the members. As most of the objections 
never had any force in them, one almost despairs for the future 
of the profession. Surely assistants have no right to be conserva- 
tive; we expect them to produce the new ideas, and the revolu- 
tion for the new day in libraries. Let them become greyer before 
they lose the visions that every youngster worth his salt sees and 
follows. Our young friends can be annoyed when by a slip we 
describe the A.A.L. as the A.L.A., but they cannot provide, appar- 
ently, much energy for the things that matter. We wish them well, 
and a rapid awakening. 
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ARE PRESENT-DAY LIBRARY METHODS 
BECOMING TOO MECHANICAL ? 
By Epwarp GREEN, Chief Librarian, Halifax. 


Looxinc back and comparing the methods in vogue forty years ago, 
one is bound to admit and be impressed with the progress of public 
library equipment and administration. The supersession of the 
indicator, in its several varieties, which was, as a mechanical device, 
considered an advance on the older ledger and primitive card 
systems, opened the way to freedom as represented by open access. 
So far, so good, but a periodical revaluation of library methods and 
practice is certainly worth while and may reveal avenues of advance 
not hitherto discovered. Even with the wisest book-selection 
possible, exact classification, and the greatest freedom allowed to 
readers in the exploration of shelves and catalogues, it is just a 
question whether with these facilities alone the fullest benefits 
will accrue. True it is that all the more progressive libraries re- 
inforce their equipment by literary aids in the shape of bulletins 
and guides, and “ talks’’ and lectures on books, yet perhaps too 
many rely upon the mechanical equipment alone—necessary as 
that is—and so fall short of greater possibilities. Perhaps one er 
of current library practice is the supposition of too much knowledge 
on the part of the reader. Apart from the student, who usually 
understands library arrangements and the handling and use of 
books, it is pretty certain that most readers neglect to examine, 
and consequently fail to understand, even the system of classifica- 
tion in vogue, and they are not really expert in the use of catalogues, 
unless of the dictionary variety. But quite apart from all this, 
the literary grounding of most readers who use the public library 
has been so scanty as to make intelligent book-selection something 
of a lottery. Of course, this state of affairs is, no doubt, being 
tempered where the intensive cultivation of the young is being 

ursued by means of adequate school and juvenile libraries, and 

y library lessons to school children. Even so, the common practice 
in many libraries is to adopt all the mechanical aids possible and 
provide a staff on the library service side whose chief work is registra- 
tion of issue and other duties of a routine or mechanical nature, 
Realising the limitations of the bulk of our readers, does such service 
alone meet their needs? I venture to think not, though, owing 
to financial limitations, it is all that many libraries are able to 
provide. In the days that are coming, though, with the greater 
recognition of public libraries as an essential factor in the educa- 
tional system of the country, it appears reasonable to expect larger 
incomes to meet the bigger and more varied services required. 
When this time arrives would it not be wise to consider the use- 
fulness of employing a great number of skilled assistants for floor 
duty to mix freely with readers, get to know them individually, 
and render needed help on the lines of individual contact. Of course, 
— qualifications are required for such work or it might easily 

egenerate into more or less idle gossip or triviliality as between 
reader and staff. Some nice discrimination, appreciation of values, 
and psychological qualifications, together with a very intimate 
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knowledge of the contents of books, would have to be part and 
parcel of the intellectual equipment of the assistant. The methods 
of the schoolmaster would not do, because children of older growth, 
while welcoming information interestingly presented, would not 
submit to any imposed guidance. It does appear, then, that whilst 
all routine duties of discharging and registering books, important 
as they are, are even within the range of young and semi-skilled 
assistants, the real and best work should be among the shelves with 
the borrowers. This personal contacting of readers, pursued on 
right lines and by the right people, appears to be a line of advance 
that may be more profitable than any extension of mechanical 
aids which have already been brought to a high state of perfection. 
It would be interesting to have the views of the younger library 
workers on this matter. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCH NOTES 
FOR BRITISH MUSEUM READERS AND OTHERS. 
I—ITALIAN TOPOGRAPHY. 


IF information is required as to the books existing on any particular 
Italian town or province reference should first be made to 
Ottino (G.) and Fumagalli (G.) Bibliotheca bibliographica 
italica. 6 parts bd. in 3 vols. Roma, 1889-1902. 8vo. 
B.M. Press Mark 2037.e. 
The last Supplement contains a general Index by authors 
and subjects which is a key to the whole work. 

This work is a general bibliography of Italian Bibliographies 
and bibliographies of Italian Subjects. Reference should be made 
to the index under the name of the place sought for and it may be 
found that there is a special bibliography relating to it. If this 
fails, the best work to refer to is 

Lozzi (C.) Biblioteca istorica della antica e nuova Italia. 2 vols. 

Imola, 1886-87. 8vo. B.M. Press Mark 011904.aa. 46. 


Lozzi gives considerable lists of works relating to every place 
in Italy. This bibliography used to be located in the Reading 
Room of the British Museum for immediate reference, but for some 
mysterious reason it has been removed to the inner recesses of the 
Library and now takes some time to obtain. In the interval of wait- 
ing and if modern books are required the general catalogue of Italian 
literature from 1840 may be consulted. Its title is 

Pagliaini (A.) Catalogo generale della Libreria italiana dall’ 

Anno 1847 a tutto il 1899. 3 vols. Milano, 1900-05. 8vo. 

—— Primo [eéc.] Supplimento 1900-1910 [eéc.]. Milano, 1911, 

etc. S8vo. 

—— Indice per materie. Milano, 1908, efc. 8vo. 

B.M. Press Mark BB.M.f.1. 

The Indice per materie is a subject index arranged alpha- 
betically. 

Of course, many entries will be found in the British Museum 
General Catalogue itself under the names of the individual places, 
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but these are only official documents and anonymous publications. 
However, the books received in the Library since 1880 are all indexed 
by subject in Fortescue’s Subject Index, which can be referred to 
at the Catalogue Desk in its original three volumes covering the 
period 1881-1900, and its subsequent pa my supplements. 
Accessions since the issue of the last supplement will be found 
pasted up in large guardbooks which are shelved close to the set of 
original volumes of “ Fortescue.” R. A. PEDDIE. 


HOBBIES IN THE CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 


By R. D. H. Smrru. 


WiTu encouragement and tactful co-operation, our junior borrowers 
can be induced to take an important share in the general work of 
the children’s library, but enthusiasm is even keener when oppor- 
tunities are afforded for the co-ordination of their special hobbies 
with the activities of the department. Hence any suggestion 
from the children in regard to some specialised line of development 
is worthy of consideration, provided, firstly, that there is sufficient 
demand or probability of creating a demand; secondly, that an 
such special provision is kept in its proper place as a minor bran 
of the general work. The following brief account of a successful 
innovation in extension work in the Junior Library at Richmond 
may prove suggestive, as sho how the interest of the children 
was engaged by following up the ideas of the borrowers themselves. 


About a year ago a senior boy in the local County Secondary 
School suggested that, in addition to the centenary and other 
boards displayed upon the walls, a small frame for postage stamps 
should be provided, and undertook to exhibit various special sections 
from his own collection and to change these displays periodically. 
This was agreed to, and soon provoked sufficient interest to justify 
the purchase of a standard stamp catalogue for use in the Reference 
section, to assist the children in their hobby. 


Another boy then came forward with the suggestion that 
facilities should be provided for those interested to exchange stamps 
and compare notes (inevitably, also, to chortle over their latest 
“ finds ’’), and this saw the beginning of the “ stamp corner.” In 
addition, it provided a surprising object-lesson. A large number 
of children appeared to be interested in the subject ; the first meet- 
ing of the stamp-corner was advertised well in advance—three 
children arrived. It was not long, however, before genuine interest 
was aroused and when it was seen that this was no mere flash-in- 
the-pan the stock of books on philately in the Lending Lib rm § 
was added to considerably and a monthly periodical provid 
These measures succeeded in enhancing the enthusiasm of the 
existing members and in gaining new ones. The desired object was 
achieved when children first became interested in stamp-collecting 
because these books were provided, then joined the stamp-corner 
as a preliminary to taking it up. After a year of existence this 
circle now numbers thirty, with an attendance of twelve to fifteen 


4 


— 


166 Tue Lisrary Worip 


each week. It is pleasing to record that one boy recently gained a 
prize for his collection in the Schoolboys’ Exhibition, for there is 
no doubt that the pooled knowledge of thirty assisted him. Unfor- 
tunately, it was not possible to extend the judgment of Solomon 
to his award; but the other twenty-nine were probably satisfied 
with the reflected glory. 

The members are allowed the use of a reading-table on Satur- 
days from 5 to 6 p.m. (a slack period). The rules as to talking are, 
of course, nt td although the work of the department is in no 
way allowed to suffer, any undue noise being put down firmly. 
The business of this meeting varies from week to week: usually 
it is confined to “ swapping,” identification of stamps, and the 
exchange of information, while occasionally members will read 
brief papers or exhibit their collections. The age of the members 
varies from eleven to sixteen—from beginner to more advanced 
collector. No arbitrary rules are imposed, the children setting 
their own procedure and invariably conducting their affairs, under 
the guidance of the older members, in a thoroughly business-like 
fashion. 

A recent development is worthy of note, as showing the willing- 
ness of outsiders to help our work when they are made aware of 
what public libraries are doing. The borough librarian wrote to a 
noted philatelist, author of the standard works upon stamp- 
collecting, to ask if he could assist in any way to foster the interest 
of the children, preferably by coming himself to give a talk. This 
he was unable to do, but the letter was read before a meeting of 
the Philatelic Society, with the result that another distinguished 
collector recently spent two hours showing his own collections, 
examining those of the children, answering questions, and giving 
advice and information. He has agreed to assist the work of the 
corner by attending as often as he can. This is certainly an argu- 
ment for wide advertisement of even the smallest developments in 
extension work undertaken by public libraries. 


I have given a somewhat detailed narrative of this small 
venture in the hope of throwing some light upon the problem of 
supply and demand, and for the practical information of any who 
may care to experiment on these or similar lines. Other possi- 
bilities in work of this sort readily suggest themselves. They would 
vary with local conditions, but in most places there is no reason 
why circles of children interested in collecting butterflies, birds’ 
eggs, botanical specimens and so on should not flourish. There is, 
however, a possible danger of such undertakings developing to an 
extent beyond the fair resources of the library, and this is to be 
rigorously guarded against. It is better for a library to have no 
provisions of this kind if their existence involves the charge of 
creating a favoured section of the children. Given this precaution, 
there is no possible doubt that the centring of their intimate 
interests in the library will be of immense benefit both to the 
children themselves and to our work with them. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 
OTHER PEOPLE’s TROUBLES 

are notoriously easy to bear, so when you complain in a frivolous 
spirit of the righteous and serious mood in which I face the New 
Year it can only be because in your remote retirement you are not 
facing the difficulties which most of us are encountering. This is 
the time of low estimates and of high temperatures. It is the time 
when we are told by unsympathetic and often illiterate finance 
committees not that library work is not worth good salaries, but 
much more comprehensively that libraries are of no use whatever. 

I have just been speaking with a man who has 

A LIBRARY COMMITTEE OF SCHOOLMASTERS. 

Anyway, he has six members of this most illiberal of professions 
on it. The ignorant man would imagine that here would be a 
committee of culture, breadth of mind, a generous attitude towards 
the supply of books, and a brotherly recognition of the work of 
the librarian. Not a bit of it in actual practice! Their one idea is 
to keep down the rates, which, of course, is the highest and most 
sacred aspiration of the small shopkeeper. 

They have cut down the money for books, and they have the 
profoundest belief in cheap labour. That is to say, having got 
their own Burnham Award they take care that no one else shall get one. 

I Have OrteEN WoNDERED 

at the attitude of the professed educationist towards libraries ; 
towards the only real educational institution that ninety-nine 
out of a hundred people ever enter. They tell us frequently that 
education is not books, although no one in his right senses ever 
believed it was the whole of it. Books, however, are the most 
important part of the education of most men and women. In my 
own town I am perfectly sure that the public library is the principal 
educational institution, but I have seen a prominent member of 
the Education Committee vigorously refusing to pay reasonable 
salaries in the Libraries and next day taking the chair at a public 
meeting of protest against the recent government suggestions for 
the restriction of educational grants. 

Is it jealousy, short-sightedness, or the constitutional incon- 
sistency of man ? 

It is a lugubrious problem for you, Aristonymous, and inci- 
dentally you might tell me why it is that when we are asked to 
co-operate with schools and education committees it means that 
the libraries are to do all the co-operating ? 


"Appy ABERYSTWYTH. 

There is an Aberystwyth famed amongst librarians, where a 
great national library crowns a hill and overlooks the bay, where 
in many bright Augusts enthusiastic and cheerful library assistants 
have gone to learn library wisdom from the lips of the masters. 
A delectable place full of pleasant memories. 

There is ancther Aberystwyth, occupying the same site which 
— a mayor, a public library and a libraries committee. 

irteen of the committee met in the last week in January to 
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consider library affairs. 

The librarian was absent, presumably attending to his duties, 
the unfortunate man not possessing an underling in whose charge 
he might leave the literary service of the town. Thus the thirteen 
met without anyone to guide their deliberations. It appears that 
the librarian does not attend any committee meetings, but usually 
caer a report which is read and discussed. This time he wrote 

“T have caused unpleasantness in the past, and will doubtless 
do so again by stating deliberately that the library is not in a state 
of efficiency and never will be in a state of efficiency as long as the 
present system of book selection is indulged in. For the past two 
or three years the library year has ended with a large credit balance 
in hand. Inefficiency, therefore, does not occur through shortness 
of funds.” He then goes on: “ The Rev. J. D. Evans” (by the way, 
he was not present at the meeting and may not be on the committee] 
“made a great point of keeping a book for readers’ suggestions, 
and whenever a reader has asked for a recommendable book I have 
asked him or her to put it in the Suggestions Book. One lady con- 
nected with a high school, who is herself a writer of stories and a 
great reader, suggested a long list, and others have done the same. 
I transcribed the list of suggested books and presented it to the 
Committee in September, and it was referred to the Book Committee. 

‘““ When the Book Committee was convened two members only 
attended, and nothing was done. 

“At the next meeting the librarian was directed to classify the 
books—though they were nearly all fiction—and to give the pub- 
lished price, which cannot be done by anyone who has not all the 
publishers’ catalogues in his possession. Again nothing was done, 
and again the winter is nearly over and books have not been 
obtained. 

“I got a firm of booksellers to submit books at secondhand 
prices on approval, and books were selected to the extent of about 
£10. The books, however, were not read before selection in the 
haste to get new books, and if anyone is to be blamed for that 
selection, [am. But the fact remains that many of the books were 
rubbish, and readers did not hesitate saying so.” 

THERE Is A Lot More 

of this letter, but one grasps at this much of it. Here we have a 
responsible library committee in a town which is also the home of 
one of the greatest librarians and the greatest libraries of the time, 
which does not appear to have an elementary sense of how to 
conduct a library. It is unthinkable that any libraries committee 
should employ a librarian and not allow him to do his duty. His 
duty is to act as the executive officer of the committee, to attend 
all committee meetings, to keep their records, to select books, and 
to administer the library. The business of the libraries committee 
is only with library policy (so we are told), and not with simple 
administrative methods. Let us, however, quote a little more of 
the letter :-— 

“ The unfortunate fact is that practically all the members of 
the Book Selection Committee never use the library and therefore 
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do not know the condition of the books or the requirements of 
readers, and some of them have said that they will see that the 
librarian is not entrusted with the selection of books. He does not 
want the responsibility, but he has, nevertheless, to bear the 
uncomplimentary comments of readers. Another unfortunate 
fact is that, with the exception of Mr. T. J. Samuel, not one member 
of the Selection Committee during the past year has ever recom- 
mended books which he has read and considered suitable for the 
library. Books are selected in bulk once or twice a year without 
having been read,with the result that the shelves are largely filled by 
unreadable rubbish,and the funds of the library expended worthlessly”’ 


OVERLAPPING. 
As if the sorrows of the unfortunate writer were not great 
enough, there is yet more. He says :—‘‘ With reference to the 


contribution to Carnegie Rural Library, I should like to point out 
that the }d. additional Library rate levied to provide a contribution 
to the Rural Library produces £55, whereas {70 is contributed. 
The Public Library is therefore deprived of £15 a year. I see that 
another {70 is asked for and the question arises whether that £70 
is to be taken out of Public Library revenue and so further 
impoverish its funds. Personally, I think it would be better to 
expend the {70 in bringing the Public Library into a state of 
efficiency and maintaining it in efficiency than in contributing to 
an overlapping library. The question is—What is the Rural 
Library ? If it is merely a repository, as is stated on its windows, 
and the books are distributed through the schools, the schools 
are shut up three months in the year, and in addition the books are 
not available to children beyond school age. If it is a lending 
library, then it overlaps the Public Library, and makes it difficult 
for the Public Library to carry out its rules. 

“‘ The Public Library—like every public library in the kingdom 
—has rules and fines and the Committee has given the Librarian 
specific instructions to enforce the rules and compel the payment 
of fines. When he does so, readers take the huff and go to the 
Rural Library which practically has no rules and no fines. Certain 
persons also think the Rural Library more select and that its books 
are not handled by the common people.” 

THE SNOBBERY 

indicated in the last sentence is by no means confined to Aberyst- 
wyth, although it is founded on a very ridiculous fallacy. The 
state of affairs that this letter reveals appears to me to be due toa 
failure to recognise the purpose of the library and the work of the 
librarian in relation to it. The librarian’s attempt to state his 
position was received with the irritation that one might expect from 
what is obviously a quite indifferent committee. Some did try to 
recognise that the man had a right to object, but to the others, 
including the Mayor, it appeared that they had “ got a limit.” 
One member did hope that the Book Committee would do its work 
soon, and another thought that Mr. Hall was not having the assis- 
tance he should because he could not be present at committees as 
he was engaged in his library duties. 

The only remarks made on the criticism of the rural library 
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appear to be based on a misunderstanding of the librarian’s point 
entirely. That £70 should be paid to such a library from the public 
library rate appears to us to be an iniquitous exaction unless the 
rural library provides the public library with books for circulation. 
It ought not to pay the rural library for working on its own ground 
as a competitor, which appears to be the case here. 

I have given so much about this unimportant little town and 
its library in order that you may be able to contrast the conditions 
under which one of our colleagues works with your own happy 
situation. It is not wonderful that occasionally librarians are 

LuGuBRIOUS. 

In the immediate future I am convinced that libraries are in 
for a bad time. The local authorities have been badly upset by 
the silly circular from Whitehall, and the clamours of those unfortu- 
nate leaders of industry whose businesses in general are in such a 
bad way that their wills do not exceed more than half-a-million 
pounds. We shall win through, however, as the power lying within 
the library movement is far greater than any power that now 
attempts to repress it. As we grow older, however, we become 
rather impatient of delays. 

I Have HEARD 
indirectly that the applications for the important post of Executive 
Librarian to the Central Library for Students have been very few 
so far. There is time yet. It would be a great misfortune for the 
library movement of this country if the post does not go to some 
well-known, highly qualified public librarian. It is not a job for 
a merely academic person, however eminent, or for any librarian 
who has not had definite public library experience. The man 
appointed should be in such standing with all the librarians of this 
country that he is able to enlist their co-operation and active 
assistance in making the Central Library the national reservoir 
which its promoters hope it will become. 

The difficulty is 

WHERE IS THE MAN ? 

I may be myopic—in this matter I hope I am—but so far as I can 
see there are very few outstanding personalities amongst the young 
men of the library profession. The older men may not be such 
ood librarians in certain directions, but men like Mullins, Potter 

riscoe, Burgoyne, Herbert Jones, Pacy and Anderton, to mention 
only a few, were, or are, at least outstanding personalities. We 
label them effective men directly we meet them. Of how man 
of the youngsters can we say this? There must be some su 
men somewhere, and, of course, one must recognise that an older 
man always thinks his generation infinitely superior to the one 
that follows it. There never was a time, however, when there were 
so many obsolete men at thirty. Think of it, you and I who are 
nearer eighty ! 

Here is enough gloom to satisfy even the Byronic instincts of 
our old friend Zenodotus, who has become so gloomy of late that 
he does not write a line. Be cheerful about these things in your 


reply, if you can, and if you dare. 
Vale. ERATOSTHENES. 
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SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS. 


Tue March meeting of the Society of Public Librarians was held 
at Bishopsgate Institute on Wednesday, the 3rd inst., when Mr. 
H. W. Tomlinson (East Ham) read a paper entitled ‘‘ My Ideals of 
Librarianship.’” Mr. Tomlinson divided his paper into three parts : 
the ideal library authority, the ideal librarian and the ideal library. 
He urged that greater care should be exercised in the selection of 
the Library Committee—care almost as great, he suggested, as 
that taken by a Prime Minister in the appointment of members of 
his Cabinet. He also thought that while it was the duty of the 

blic library to provide books on commercial and technical sub- 
jects, first place should be given to the provision of means for the 
acquisition and spread of culture; that is to say, he would stress 
the cultural aspect of public library work. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


Mr. W. Lillie has been appointed Chief Librarian of Middles- 
brough Public Library and Museum in the place of Mr. Baker 
Hudson. 

Mr. F. J. Boardman, of Wallasey, has been appointed Chief 
Librarian of Rotherham Public Library. 


REVIEWS. 


REPORTS. 

BanGALorE, InpiA, Public Library—10th Annual Report. 
Librarian, Y. V. Chandrasekhariah, B.A., LL.B. Subscriptions 
received, Rs. 6,842. Stock, 12,002. Additions during the year, 
1,272. Total issues, 60,634. Borrowers, 684. 

The progress of the Library, which has been rapid for the last few 1 
is shown in comparative diagrams. The stock of books has been trebled and 
the total subscriptions amount to nearly six times those of ten years ago. 
During the past year two study rooms, one for ladies and one for gentlemen, 
have been opened and arrangements for the supply of refreshments have also 
been made. Out of the total of 18,455 vols. issued for home reading 7,906 
were English fiction. 


Cuortey Public Library—26th Annual Report, 1924-5. Borough 
Librarian, Albert Singleton. Population, 30,581. Income, 
1,131. Stock: Lending, 10,390; Reference, 3,700; School 
ibraries, 1,766. Additions: Lending, 1,031; Reference, 51. 
Issues: Lending, 63,208; Reference, 2,450; Juvenile, 6,738 ; 
School Libraries, 24,442 ; Distributing Stations, 4,181. Borrowers, 
4,555. 

During the year two Branch Distributing Stations were opened as an 
experiment and to provide borrowing facilities for residents who are a great 
distance from the town ; both of these were a success and did not adversely 
affect the issues at the Central Library. 

Kent County Library—4th Annual Report, 1925. Librarian, 
A. S. Cooke. 

At the end of the fourth of its existence this County Library Scheme 
finds itself in a happy and flourishing condition. A steady demand is still 
being made on its resources. 288 centres have now been established with a 
stock of 46,406 books. The scheme covers a ulation of 357,876, out of 
which 23,680 are borrowers. 55,115 books were ulated and 253,692 issues 
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were recorded. The cost of the scheme during the past year was {4,313 10s. 

A number of > libraries have agreed to co-operate with the County 

Libr. The headquarters of the Library are to move into larger premises 

early this year. 

NorFotk County Library.—Ist Annual Report, 1925. Chief 
Librarian, E. D. Newberry. 

The County Scheme in Norfolk is supplying a long-felt want. In every 
village where Libraries have been formed the enthusiasm is remarkable and 
there can be no question that the books are thoroughly appreciated. 100 
centres have been established serving 164 villages, and there is a waiti 
list of about 100 villages to be served. 47,923 books were borrowed by 9,07 
readers. The stock numbers 12,095. The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust 
have made an additional grant of £1,000 to further the sceheme. 


Taunton Public Library.—20th Annual Report for the year ending 
March 3lst, 1925. Librarian, A. E. Baker, F.R.Hist.S., F.L.A. 
Population, 24,820. Stock: Lending, 12,273; Reference, 3,935. 
Additions, 897. Issues: Lending and Reference, 77,036 ; School 
Libraries, 11,658. Borrowers, 2,543. 

The year just concluded was in every way a record one in the history of 


the Library. The total issues represent the largest turnover in any given 
year. The biggest increase was in the Juvenile section. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


Britisn Library of Political and Economic Science.—Bulletin, 
February, 1926. 
Baron Meyendorf continues his bibliography on ‘‘ Economics and 
Economic History of Russia.’’ During the last quarter 9,487 items have been 
added to the Library, the most important of which are here listed. 


Croypon Public Libraries.—Readers’ Index, Jan.-Feb., 1926. 

The concluding article of ‘‘ Memorials of Croydon within the Crosses ’’"— 
notes on local history and topography—appears in this issue. The annual 
index to the ‘‘ Readers’ Index’’ and the ‘‘ Programme of Library Talks, 
Lectures, etc.,’’ are given as supplements. An appeal is made to readers to 
protect their property from damage and mutilation. A youth was recently 
convicted for tearing a leaf out of a book in the Reference Library. 


Finssury Public Libraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers, Jan., 


1926. 
This number of the “‘ Guide ’’ contains an appeal for contributions to the 
“* Sadlers Wells Fund.’’ Boxes for this purpose are placed in the Libraries. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Dobson (Alban) A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE First EpITIONS OF 
PUBLISHED AND PRIVATELY PRINTED BooKS AND PAMPHLETS, 
by AusTIN Dosson. With a Preface by Sir Edmund Gosse, C.B. 
Sm. 4to, buckram, pp. 14: 90. London: First Edition Club, 
1925. 

Another bibliography of the first editions of a famous author from the 

First Edition Club. The Club is keeping up its reputation and at the same time 

iding helps for its members by the issue of these valuable publications 
of which this forms the eighth volume. The Bibliography describes in the 
full manner which we are accustomed to, sixty-two items either definite 
first editions or volumes containing —— unpublished matter, and forms 

a useful addition to the bibliographical t of the librarian, collector and 

bookseller. 
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AN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
LIBRARIANS AND BIBLIOPHILES. 


Wiru the consent of the Czecho-Slovak government there is to be 
an International Congress of Librarians at Prague from June 28th 
to July 3rd, 1926, in which all the library organisations of that 
country are taking part. 

The Conference will be concerned specially with practical 
international questions, such as international exchange of books 
and prints, the loan of rare objects belonging to libraries of different 
states, the photo-mechanical reproduction of precious works in 
libraries, international catalogues and manuals for librarians. 
There will also be discussions on the exchange of librarians them- 
selves internationally. There will be exhibitions of maps, pictures 
and diagrams illustrative of the development of libraries in the 
various countries, as well as exhibitions of books, children’s books, 
book plates, miniatures, etc. The Masaryk Institution for Adult 
Education will arrange an exhibition illustrating efforts for adult 
education in Czecho-Slovakia. 

There will be special excursions to see the scenery of the 
country, and visits to public libraries. Important reports and 
discussions will be interpreted in English, French, German, Russian, 
Polish and Serbo-Crotian. 

The Congress fee is Kc. 100, and institutions or societies may 
send five delegates for Kc. 200. (At the time of writing the value 
of the pound equals 164 Kc.) 

Any English librarian who is interested should write to the 
Secretary General of the International Congress of Librarians and 
Bibliophiles, Prague—I., 79. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
ANNUAL MEETING AT LEIGH. 


Tue North-Western Branch held a meeting at Leigh on Wednesday, 
January 27th—in reality the first occasion upon which it has 
visited the town, though reference was made to a meeting of 
Librarians held there twenty-three years ago; this was a meeting 
of the Librarians of the Mersey District, the precursors of the present 
Branch. Between fifty and sixty members and visitors were 
present, including several representatives of the local Library 
Committee and Town Council, and from Darwen, Radcliffe, Black- 
burn, Rawtenstall, Stockport, Bolton, Lancaster, Hindley, Warring- 
ton, Ashton-under-Lyne, Colne, Bury, Wigan, Rochdale, Eccles, 
Liverpool, Accrington, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Burnley, Bootle. 
The Mayor (Alderman H. Isherwood, J.P.) extended a welcome to 
the Association on behalf of the citizens of the borough. They 
were proud to have them there that day. They were engaged, as 
librarians, on a very important work—the provision of food for the 
mind. They in Leigh were proud of the Library Committee, its 
Chairman, and the Chief Librarian (Mr. J. D. Gifford). They were 
doing a very good work in providing good books. Much interest 
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was displayed in the progress of the Children’s Department recently 
established. 

Councillor W. Collier, J.P. (Chairman of the Leigh Library 
Committee), also extended a welcome to the delegates, especially 
to the two ladies present. They had four gentlemen present that 
day who attended the meeting held twenty-three years ago. These 
were Mr. Jas. Ward, J.P., B.A., Director of Education (who was 
then the Leigh Borough Librarian ; he had been a good and faithful 
servant for the town of Leigh); Mr. Ashton, Chief Librarian of 
Blackburn, who at the last meeting in Leigh read a paper on 
“‘ Newsrooms : Are they Desirable ?” Mr. Singleton, of Accrington ; 
and Mr. Sparke, of Bolton. They were proud but they were not 
satisfied with the Leigh Library—they were going to make further 
progress. Three years ago they had the old-fashioned library 
system, and they changed over to the open-access system. They 
were fortunate to get the services of Mr. Gifford, who had proved 
a very valuable servant to the reading public of Leigh. Their 
issue of books since they went over to the new system had more 
than doubled, and their daily average was about 600 volumes. 
The welcome was suitably acknowledged by Councillor Snell 
(Accrington). 

At this stage of the proceedings, and in the unavoidable absence 
of the President (Dr. George Scarr), Mr. Sparke took the chair. The 
Report of the Council and the Statement of Accounts were sub- 
mitted by the Hon. Secretary and approved. The result of the 
Election of Officers was then announced as follows :— 

President—Councillor J. S. Snell (Accrington). 

Vice-Presidents—R. Hargreaves (Stockport), A. Lancaster 

(St. Helens), J. Pomfret (Darwen), G. T. Shaw (Liverpool), 
A. Sparke (Bolton). 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer—J. W. Singleton (Accrington). 

Hon. Secretary Education Committee—A. J. Hawkes (Wigan). 

Council—R. Ashton (Blackburn), A. Clegg (Radcliffe), G. 

Fletcher (Ashton-under-Lyne), J. McAdam (Warrington). 

The meeting entrusted the auditing of the accounts to Messrs. 
W. R. Higson (Colne) and G. Fletcher (Ashton-under-Lyne). 

Mr. Sparke, in asking Councillor Snell to take the chair upon 
his election as President for the ensuing two years, said they felt 

uite safe in entrusting the keeping of the excellent traditions of 
the Branch to Mr. Snell. As Chairman of the Accrington Public 
Library Committee he had considerable experience in library 
matters. He was a friend of the library movement, always took an 
intelligent interest in the affairs of the Branch and added very much 
to the usefulness of the discussions. 

The new President in his address said he thought the standard 
of librarianship was higher and better than ever. He believed the 
officials and committees of some of the smaller authorities outside 
the Library Association should be brought into the fold, and that 
the Branch ought to have a one hundred per cent. membership. 
Dealing with the extension of the County Library system, in his 
opinion the Borough and larger Urban District Authorities could 
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deal with the provision of libraries in districts contiguous to them 
more efficiently and cheaply than the County Authority. He 
approved the modern idea of allowing children to absorb informa- 
tion in libraries rather than having it hammered into them. 

On the proposition of Mr. Pomfret (Darwen), seconded by Mr. 

Sparke (Bolton), thanks were accorded to the President for his 
address. 
A paper on “ The Library and the Public ” was read by Coun- 
cillor J. W. Greenwood, Vice-Chairman of the Colne Public Library 
Committee, who claimed that the value of books was that we might 
benefit our fellow men and make our own lives and their’s fuller and 
brighter through the knowledge we had gained. The power to 
read was the greatest boon conferred in the elementary school. 
In the continued use of that power in a wise and sensible way lay 
the hope of the future. 

A discussion followed, in the course of which it was suggested 
that libraries ought to be advertised more. A large proportion of 
the population, one speaker said, did not know what was in libraries. 
Tribute was paid to the work of the Publicity Committee of the 
Library Association and it was reported that they were considering 
the issue of a small poster. The influence of newspaper reading 
also entered into the discussion. Another speaker suggested that 
one of the difficulties of a librarian was to hold the balance between 
the humanities and the cranks. 

It was announced that the Joint Conference of Northern 
Associations has been fixed for May Ist and 3rd at St. Annes-on- 
the-Sea. 

The President referred in suitable terms to the loss sustained 
by the Association in the death of Mr. J. Potter Briscoe, who was a 
native of Bolton and received his early training in the library there. 

Excellent hospitality was provided in the shape of high tea 
by Councillor W. Collier, J.P., Chairman of the Leigh Public Library 
Committee, at the Courts Hotel, for which the President and 


members accorded suitable acknowledgment. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE CLASSIFICATION OF PSYCHO-ANALYSIS. 


To the Eprror. 
Dear Sir, 

I seem to have perturbed one or two of my colleagues by my 
suggestion that 131 is the correct Dewey number. Your first 
correspondent wishes me to save my time by merely directing the 
enquirer on this point to the Dewey index ; but that is not advice 
that I should give to anyone, nor, I imagine, would any competent 
classifier give it. 

As for Mr. Cronshaw : he is quite right on most of the points 
he raises; but I was not dealing with all the phases of psycho- 
analysis, or with the possibilities of cross-division offered by Dewey. 
I merely gave the attracting place for the subject as a whole. 

Yours, etc., 
W. C. BERwicK SAYERS. 
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